




fighters, while rededicating himself to one 
of the most important battles for equal 
rights today—justice and full equality 
under the law for all LGBT citizens.

Robinson is an experienced organizer, 
advocate and communicator, and he has 
mobilized people to engage and reform 
their educational and political institutions. 
He leads GLAAD’s media advocacy and 
anti-defamation programs with a bicoastal 
staff that works to promote fair, accurate and 
inclusive images of the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender community, and ultimately 
to change hearts and minds and end 
homophobia.  Robinson works directly with 
other senior staff at GLAAD and oversees 
programs that include Advertising Media, 

Entertainment Media, Media Field 
Strategy, National 

 News,  
 

 

 
 

 
Spanish Language 

Media, Religion, Faith and Values 
Research and Messaging, in addition to the 
organization’s work in communities of color 
and serving as Associate Producer of the 
GLAAD Media Awards.

Robinson is a frequent spokesperson 
in print, radio and television, and has 
appeared in hundreds of news stories on 
programs ranging from Access Hollywood 
to The O’Reilly Factor, and for myriad 
outlets including ABC, BET, CNN, Fox 
News, MSNBC, The Associated Press, 
Reuters, The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Nation and Vanity Fair, 
among others. In 2004, he appeared as the 
youngest contestant (Campaign Manager) 
on Showtime’s Political Reality series 
American Candidate.

Robinson knows how critical his role is in 
challenging the media to present diverse 
voices within the LGBT community.  As 
a visible African American gay man among 
the senior leadership at GLAAD, he has 
taken pride in victories of working with 
African American publications to tell the 
African American LGBT experience. 
Robinson and GLAAD media staff helped 
Essence, a lifestyle magazine targeted to 
African American women, tell the story of 
transwoman Cookie Fields in its November 
2006 edition.  The Essence audience read 
of Cookie’s struggle with her sexuality as 
a teenager, as a Marine, as a married man 
and father of three, as an LAPD officer, 
and then about her transition.  GLAAD 
also supported and advised the magazine’s 
recent efforts to tell coming out stories and 
use inclusive terminology.

GLAAD’s staff met with the editorial 
staff of Johnson Publications, publisher of 
Ebony and Jet magazines, and owner Linda 

Johnson-Rice for a historic gathering, 
and was pleased to find the editorial staff 
very open to GLAAD’s story ideas and 
spokespeople. GLAAD has also held 
meetings with AOL Black Voices, BET, 
Black Radio, the New York Beacon, and 
worked with local community-based 
African American Press such as the Afro-
American and the LA Wave, and Robinson 
has been a part of it all.

Robinson understands that the public’s 
perception of LGBT people is largely based 
upon what they see on television, read in 
print, or hear on the radio.  In an interview 
with Colorlines, a national newsmagazine 
on race and politics, Robinson told author 
Beandrea Davis:

well as the first African American woman 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 
from the South. During her six-year 
term, Congresswoman Jordan introduced 
legislation that authorized direct Law 
Enforcement Assistance Administration 
grants to cities, cosponsored legislation 
extending the state ratification deadline 

for the Equal Rights Amendment, and 
campaigned for the inclusion of Native 
Americans, Hispanics, Alaskan Natives, 
and Asian American language minorities in 
the 1965 Voting Rights Act extension. As if 
this wasn’t enough, Jordan became the first 
African American to give a keynote speech 
at a major party’s political convention, 
which she delivered at the Democratic 
National Convention in 1976.  In 1992, 
she was again the keynote speaker at the 
Democratic National Convention, at which 
she nominated President Bill Clinton. The 
National Women’s Hall of Fame voted her 
one of the most influential women of the 
20th century.

… And the stories continue.  The strength 
of each of these individuals reflects 
what’s rich about the African American 
experience, and what is beautiful and 

powerful within the Black LGBT family.  
In the spirit of Black History Month, I 
celebrate what my trendsetting sisters and 
brothers have accomplished.  These heroes 
and heroines of our recent past have done 
the foundational work necessary for real, 
lasting improvements in the lives of Black 
families, but the work goes on.  It is up to 
us to take up the thread of these stories 
to ensure it goes on to the fulfillment of 
the dream we hold in common.  Barbara 
Jordan said it best:  “Let each person do his 
or her part. If one citizen is unwilling to 
participate, all of us are going to suffer. For 
the American idea, though it is shared by 
all of us, is realized in each one of us.”

Our community is a mosaic comprised of a 
vibrant people with many different talents, 
and when we work together, we are a force 
that can change the world.

Rashad Robinson
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“Let each person do his or her 
part. If one citizen is unwilling 
to participate, all of us are going 
to suffer. For the American idea, 
though it is shared by all of us, is 
realized in each one of us.”

— Barbara Jordan
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“We live in a world with a tremendous 
amount of media. We’re hit with it in all 
sorts of ways, but it also comes into our 
homes and workplaces in a way that can 
educate us, change our minds and shape 
our opinions. Many people—straight and 
gay—in my generation’s first, ongoing 
experiences with LGBT people are through 
the media.”

In the interview, Robinson recalled his first 
interactions with people he knew were gay, 
and his first image of a gay person in the 
media:

“....I definitely remember those first 
episodes of The Real World San Francisco. 
There was a humanity to the images that was 
very different from things you might hear 
out in the street or from family members 
or community people. Pedro was someone 
that forced us to care about someone that 
we didn’t know we were supposed to. It 
challenges our opinions, assumptions and 
education about who is important in the 
world and who is not.”

A decade after Pedro Zamora joined 
five strangers for The Real World San 
Francisco, two openly gay men were cast of 
The Real World Philadelphia for the first 
time, including its first openly gay African 
American male, Karamo Brown.  While 
there is much work to be done in dispelling 
the myths and negative images of LGBT 
people in the media, Robinson applauds 
how far we’ve come since The Real World 
San Francisco.

Robinson can clearly see that history is being 
made every day with African American 
LGBT people.  He celebrates the likes 
of Phill Wilson, founder and Executive 
Director of the Black AIDS Institute, and 
Ron Oden, who in 2003 became the first 
Black openly gay mayor of

Palm Springs, a city with only a two-
percent Black population.  He applauds the 
accomplishments of E. Lynn Harris, Alice 
Walker, Wanda Sykes, Octavia Butler, Lee 
Daniels, and the advocates and everyday 
people who are challenging assumptions 
and increasing acceptance by telling their 

stories and being out and proud in their 
community, workplace, churches and 
schools.  Robinson notes, “At the end of 
the day, this is about ensuring that we are 
able to take care of the people we love and 
participate and feel safe in our communities.  
For me, it’s deeply personal.”

GLAAD’s Communities of African 
Descent media staff, under Robinson’s 
leadership, works to elevate these voices and 
stories of LGBT people of color through 
holding media trainings, pitching stories, 
and working with editorial boards towards 
fair, accurate and inclusive coverage of 
LGBT people of color. 

The impact of Rashad Robinson at GLAAD 
and within the movement is paramount.  
GLAAD’s importance, particularly among 
LGBT communities of color, is very 
much because of Robinson’s dedication 
to the cause, and that is why he deserves 
our sincere thanks and recognition as the 
inaugural NBJC Jewel of the Week.

– February 5, 2010
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